
January 13, 2023 
Dear Parents, 

 
This week, the students were learning how to compare and contrast the characters, 

settings, and endings from different versions of gingerbread stories.  On Tuesday, we read 
The Gingerbread Man.  The setting was in the country and the gingerbread man ran away 
from the bakers, a cow, a goat, and a cat.  On Wednesday, we read the story, The 
Gingerbread Boy, which takes place in the city.  The gingerbread man ran away from the 
man and woman, a rat, construction workers, musicians, and a police officer on a horse.  
On Thursday, we read The Gingerbread Girl, which had a different ending than the first two 
books.  We also did a “picture walk” to review the characters and re-tell both The 
Gingerbread Man and The Gingerbread Boy.   Then, the students completed a Venn 
Diagram to compare the characters and the endings of each book.  Today, we read The 
Gingerbread Cowboy, and the students loved the wild West setting and characters.  They 
were surprised to see a coyote at the end of the story instead of a fox, and they liked that 
the gingerbread was chased by cowboys and javalinas!  

In Math this week, we began Unit 4 and we are focusing on the beginning concepts 
of addition and subtraction.   The students have been using dot image cards with a partner 
to add together two groups of dots (1-5).   They also have been adding two groups of 
cubes, and two groups of pattern blocks with their partners.   A great way to practice this 
skill at home is to divide a snack into two parts on a plate. Then, ask your child to tell you 
how many are in each group, and how many do they have all together.   For example, 3 fruit 
snacks and 5 fruit snacks is 8 fruit snacks.   

Next week, will continuing the Gingerbread unit.  We will be reading additional books 
on the theme (Gingerbread Bear, Gingerbread Baby, Gingerbread Friends, and the 
Ninjabread Man), and we will compare and contrast the similarities and differences with 
each new book.  We will continue to write about the new characters from each book in 
journal writing. 

We will be engineering “Gingerbread Traps” to try and catch a gingerbread with our 
5th grade buddies on Wednesday.   Please send an empty box (ie  shoe box, Amazon box, 
Kleenex box, etc) to school on Monday.    If you have any extra craft supplies you would like 
to donate to our project (ie popsicle sticks, ribbon, pipe cleaners, stickers, string, 
clothespins, etc.), those would be great for us to use at school.  Thanks for your support! 

In the Friday folder today, please look for our new January star word cards to add to 
your star word ring at home.  We practice reading these words each day in Circle, writing 
them in our journals, and we look for the words in our Daily Message and books that we 
read in class.   

January Book Orders are coming home today in the folder!    If you would like to 
order books, please use the online code at the top of the letter attached to the book orders.   
When you order online, your child receives a free book, and we also earn free books for our 
classroom with the bonus points from your order. 

 
Reminders 

January 16 – No School 
 

Have a wonderful long weekend! 

Miss Hottendorf 


